The 15th century in Ladakh was marked by the rise to political power of the dGe lugs pa, due above all to the actions of the charismatic figure of Shes rab bzang po (Figure 9 .2), the master who was associated with the very arrival of the order in Ladakh.5 A native of Mar yul and follower of Tsong kha pa, he 5 On the top portion of the southwest wall of cave 2 at Sa spo la (Saspol) are depicted three historical figures: a master and two pupils. In the middle is portrayed the bla ma Shes rab bzang po, flanked on his right by his grandson and pupil rJe dPal ldan shes rab and on his left by slob dpon 'Do sde. Information regarding Shes rab bzang po is provided by the bKa' gdams kyi rnam par thar pa bka' gdams chos 'byung gsal ba'i sgron me written in 1494 by Kun dga' rgyal mtshan, in the bKa' gdams gsar rnying gi chos 'byung yid kyi mdzes rgyan, penned in 1529 by bSod nams grags pa, and in the Vaiḍūrya ser po, written in 1698 by the regent of the Fifth and Sixth Dalai Lamas, Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho (Petech 1977:178) . According to the sources mentioned above, he came from Ladakh and became a follower of Tsong kha pa before founding the sTag mo lha khang to the north of Khrig se (Thikse) and the monastery of the same name. He is portrayed in a statue in the hermitage of sTag mo, to which E. Lo Bue kindly drew my attention. He is depicted in a cave as a master accompanied by two pupils. One of these is rJe dPal ldan Shes rab, corresponding to rJe drung dPal ldan Shes rab, the nephew of Shes rab bzang po, who became the first dGe lugs pa abbot of the monastery of Phug tal in Zanskar (Snellgrove and Skorupski 1980:42) . The follower depicted next to Shes rab with the name of slob dpon 'Do sde, might be slob dpon mDo sde rin chen, who is said to have founded the dGe lugs pa monastery of Chos sde dKar rgyas, in Zangs dkar, and added extensions to Phug tal and dKar sha, where dPal ldan Shes rab was also active (Tucci 1971:485) . 
